
    “There is no boundary in beauty,” states 
filmmaker, Tian Wen, when discussing his 
award-winning film The Beautiful YA’AN. 
Tian took on the challenge of preparing 
a film focusing on the beauty of a culture 
that was almost wiped away by an earth-
quake in 2013. With 27 years of filmmak-
ing experience, Tian not only created a 
film that was technically sound, but a film 
that genuinely touched those impacted by 
the earthquake 

An educated filmmaker who 
expresses art through “Image Films” 

     Being drawn towards the art of film at a 
young age, Tian graduated with a Directing 
Degree from the Beijing Broadcasting In-
stitute, now known as the Communication 
University of China. He has shown great tal-
ent in creating 
“Image Films” 
focusing on 
the beauty of a 
culture or city, 
such as Ya’an, 
without use of 
words or subti-
tles.  

     “I love to 
touch audienc-
es through the 
power of imag-
es. Not through 
accessories like 
lines and sub-
titles,” states 
Wen about the 
lack of speaking 
in his films. 

     Tian’s focus on the beauty of specific cul-
tures and cities has painted the path for his 
staple series of films. Examples of films in 
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Tian Wen shows Ya’an earthquake 
recovery in award-winning film: 
“There is no boundary in beauty.”

this series are The Beau-
tiful Ya’an, The Beautiful 
Guang Xi, The Beautiful 
Yi Bin and The Beautiful 
Xuan Cheng – all focus-
ing on the beauty of Chi-
nese provinces and cities. 

The Beautiful Ya’an 
represents hope and 
healing after a 
deadly earthquake 

    “Sichuan province is my 
mother’s hometown. I 
was shocked by the news 
of the earthquake,” Tian 
explains regarding the devastating incident. 
His personal connection to the city gave Tian 
the powerful push he needed to create a film 
that would touch the hearts of many. 

    
The element of music was also 
key in creating the successful 
“Image Film”. Dong An (the 
composer of the 2018 Olympic 
games theme song) was invited 
to compose music for the film.

Filmmaking crew pushed 
themselves to 
capture Ya’an’s beauty 

    Tian pushed his team to the 
limit when filming The Beauti-
ful Ya’an. He and his team had 
to climb dangerous mountains 
(one being the 4,000 meter 
high ‘Ox Back Mountain’), drive 
on ice-ridden roads atop cliffs 
and film in the freezing cold to 
grasp the elements he hoped to 

capture. 

Tian Wen has numerous recognitions 
for his unique form of filmmaking

     Tian currently resides in New York City 
and will be attending the ceremony of Hol-
lywood International Moving Pictures Film 
Festival in Los Angeles. He recently received 
two awards at the 2017 Boston Film Fes-
tival: Experimental Film Award and Indie 
Spec. Best Cinematography Award. 
     “This is a recognition to my innovation in 
this type of film,” Tian states. Being he orig-
inally started “Image Films”, also knowns as 
“Presentation Films”, in China, he has been 
recognized numerous times in the United 
States for his Beautiful series – specifically 
The Beautiful Ya’an.
      On top of his recent awards at the 2017 
Boston Film Festival, Tian has received the 
following for his tremendous talent in the 
filmmaking industry: Best Documentary 
(2017 New York Film Awards), Best Doc-
umentary (2017 Festigious International 
Film Festival), Best Documentary (2017 Los 
Angeles Film Awards) and Award of Recog-
nition (2017 Nature, Environment, Wildlife 
of Hollywood International Moving Pictures 
Film Festival). 
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